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President Moves to Curb Unauthorized Disclosures

" ByPHILGAILEY

> . SpecialtoTheNew York Times
WASHINGTON, Jan, 12 — President
, asserting that unauthorized

today
protect national security information.
In a statement released by the White

had become a “problem of major
portions’”” and vowed to use “all 1
means” to and discipline off-
clalswhoviolated thenew rules.

The President ordered that these
stepsbetaken: .

9Any official involved in national se-
curity policy will be required to obtain

approval from a senior official before -

to a reporter., After the inter-
view, the cfficial will have to write a
memorandum on what matters wers
discussed. i

" qThe number of officials with access

to national security and intelligence in.
formation will be kept “‘to the minimum
essential to the orderly conduct of the
Government’s business,’’ the statement

said.

gWhen an unauthorized disclosure oc.
curs, all Government em| with
access to the information will be subject
to investigation. Mr. R said “all

legal means” would be used to identify

the source of the disclosure. White
House officials declined to elaborate.
The President’s directive will apply to
all national security officials in the ex.
ecutive branch, including those in the
Stateand Defense Departments.
In his statement, Mr. Reagan said he

was mindful of the Constitution’s guar- -
. antees on freedom of the press and indi-

vidual liberties- and said he would at-
tempt to carry out the directive in “a
balanced and careful manner.”

“1 do not belleve, however,” Mr, Rea.
gan added, “that the Constitution enti-
tles Government employees, entrusted
with confidential information critical to
the functioning and effectiveness of the

Government, to disclose such informa-

tion with impunity. Yet this is predual?v
the situation we have. It must not be al.
lowed to continue."”

David R. Gergen, White House com.
munications director, said some of the
disclosures that had caused the Pres}-
dent to act had resulted in the compro-
mise of sensitive intelligence sources
and information, including some cases
wherelives were endangered. .-

Disclosure on Talwan Clted |

Pressed for an example, Mr. Gergen
cited the disclosure of ths Adminiatra.
tion's decision not to sell advanced mili-
tary alrcraft to Taiwan. “f

He said the details for the enforce-
ment of the new policy were still being
worked out, such as whether the Federal
Bureau of Investigation would be used
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National Security Statement

Specialte The New York Thmses -~

WASHINGTON, Jan. 12 — Following is the text of a statement by President
Reagan on protection of classified National Security Council and intelligence in-

formation:

Unauthorized disclosure of classi.
fied information under the jurisdiction
of the National Security Council and of
classified intelligence reports is a
problem of major proportions within
the U.S. Government. :

The Constitution of the United States
provides for the protection of individ-
ual rights and liberties, including {ree-
dom of speech and freedom of the
press, but it also requires that Govern-
ment functions be discharged effi-
clently and effectively, especially
\1»'11‘3::il the national security is In-
volved. :

As President of the United States, I

am responsible for honoring both Conx
stitutional requirements, and 1 intend
todo so in a balanced and careful man-
ner. I do not believe, however, that the
Constitution entitles Government em-
ployees, entrusted with confidential
Information critical to the functioning
and effectiveness of the Government,
to disclose such information with im-

punity. Yet this is precisely the situa~ -

tion we have. It must not be allowed to

continue. -

To this end, 1 Rereby establish and
direct implementation of the following
policies. L

CONTACTS WITH THE MEDIA:

All contacts with any element of the

news media in which classified Na-
tional Security Council matters or
classified inteliigence information are
discussed will require the advance ap-
proval of a senior official. An adminis-
trative memorandum will be prepared
as soon as possible after the contact,
recording the subjects discussed and

H
i

all information provided to the media

tives, -

ACCESS: The unauthorized disclo-
sure of classified National Security
Council information, documents, and
deliberations requires further contro
to limit access and to ensure an accu-
rate record of those who have had ac-
cess. The number of officials with ac-~
cess to documents relating to N.S.C.
matters will be kept to the minimum
essential to the orderly conduct of the
Government’s business.

INVESTIGATIONS: The Govern-
ment’s lack of success in identifying
the sources of unauthorized disclesure
of classified National Security Council
information and documents of classi.
fied intelligence information must be
remedied and appropriate discipli-
pary measures taken. Henceforth, in
the event of unauthorized disclosure of
such information, Governmest em-
ployees who have had access tothat in-
formation will be subject to investiga.

o tion, to include the use of all legal

methods. \
APPLICABILITY AND IMPLE-

MENTATION: The provisions of this
directive shall be effective immedi.

ately and shall apply to all employees -

of, and elements within cgencies par-

ticipating in the National Security
Council system, including the Execu~ '

tive Office of the President. The assist-
ant to the President for national se-
curity affairs is directed to establish
the detailed procedures to impiement
policies. )

to investigate violations and how to re.
strict the number of ofticials with ac-
cess to classified information. .
Mr. Gergen, in response to questions,
said the Administration did not anticl.
te “a vastumnslon of classified in-
rmation’ the policy, which he

said would apply to material
fmm [ 1] mPM

secret’ to ‘‘confidential.”
Bey! that, White House officials

- sald Mr. Reagan felt that the disclo-
"..'sures were hampering the Administra.

tion’s ability to conduct foreign policy.
In a suppol staternent released at
the same time by the White House, Wil-
liam P. Clark Jr., the President’s new
national security adviser, said that in
some cases the publication of classified

information “‘rules out a foreign policy
option, or jeopardizes an ongeing poli-
cy.n .

Mr. Clark said that reporters had
been doing a better job of collecting
classified information than Government
officlals had in protecting it,

adding,
“These limited measures are designed '}

torestore a balance that has been lost.”
Asked it Mr. Reagun was following
the example of President Nixon, who au-
thorized a cailed the “White
Houseplumbers” to investigate “leaks’’
to the media, Mr. Gergen replied,
“Every President has been concerned
about this problem. Every President
has taken remedial steps to deal with it.
This President is attempting tadoit.”
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